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QUICK START (cont.)

How to change the template color theme
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 
DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 
choice. You can also create your own color theme.

You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 
VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to 
go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster.

How to add Text
The template comes with a number of 
pre-formatted placeholders for headers and text 
blocks. You can add more blocks by copying and 
pasting the existing ones or by adding a text box 
from the HOME menu. 

 Text size
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 
present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 
the conference requirements.

How to add Tables
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and 
click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows 
and columns. 

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 
document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > 
FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins.

Graphs / Charts
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. 
Some reformatting may be required depending on how the original 
document has been created.

How to change the column configuration
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 
column options available for this template. The poster columns can also 
be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER.

How to remove the info bars
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 
poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete 
them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to 
match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 
also delete them from the Slide Master.

Save your work
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 
PowerPoint of “Print-quality” PDF.

Print your poster
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” button. 
Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and submit your order. 
If you submit a PowerPoint document you will be receiving a PDF proof 
for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for 
before noon, Pacific, Monday through Friday, your order will ship out that 
same day. Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground services are 
offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information.

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page.
Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon. 
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DESIGN GUIDE

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 
presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 
poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 
and graphics. 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 
through the poster design process and answer your poster 
production questions. To view our template tutorials, go 
online to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK.

When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001

QUICK START

Zoom in and out
As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level that is more 

comfortable to you. 
Go to VIEW > ZOOM.

Title, Authors, and Affiliations
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, 
and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the 
provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your 
text to fit the title box. You can manually override this feature and 
change the size of your text. 

TIP: The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 
institution name(s).

Adding Logos / Seals
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a 
logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by 
going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be 
low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look 
like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.  

TIP: See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates 
page.

Photographs / Graphics
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy 
and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 
proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the 
corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your 
images by enlarging them disproportionally.

Image Quality Check
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 
they will print well. 

Study species:  Dittrichia graveolens
Invasive species, in particular members of the Asteraceae such as Dittrichia graveolens 
(stinkwort), have rapidly been expanding their range in California over the past decade.  This 
species can form monoculture stands in disturbed areas.  It has been associated with seasonally 
mesic soils with moderate to high drainage, both volcanic and serpentine in origin - quickly 
outcompeting native forbs and grasses.  Each invaded site is a mesic soil, with moderate to high 
drainage, and each site is near a road or travel path.  In several locations, the soil is relatively 
barren save for individuals of this species.  Some sites, such as that in the Lake Murray Reservoir 
area (San Diego County), are often frequented by people.

Stinkwort Invasions and Health Hazards
Native to northern Africa and parts of the Mediterranean, D. graveolens is considered a noxious 
invasive weed in Australia and other Mediterranean regions.  Stinkwort was first reported in 1984 
in Santa Clara County, and by 2012 it had spread to 36 of California’s 58 counties (Brownsey et al. 
2013).  True to its name, stinkwort exudes a cocktail of pungent terpene aromatics.  Related 
economic impacts include loss of forage (livestock generally avoid this species), livestock 
mortality due to ingestion of barbed seeds (enteritis), dermatitis, and a foul smell that can interfere 
with open space use.

Chaparral and Stinkwort
Dittrichia graveolens, living its life in a rosette phase after germination, is quick to form a deep 
taproot that soaks up large water volumes, allowing it to adapt to nearly any soil.  In the case of 
southern California’s coastal chaparral biome, there appears to be an exception.  However, D. 
graveolens appears unable to establish in native chaparral, an effect that was observed in the field.  
Observations at the Poway and Murray Lake sites in San Diego while measuring transects noted a 
conspicuous absence of any stinkwort amidst or near any large stand of sage plant (Salvia spp.) in 
coastal chaparral habitats, despite clear seed access to the chaparral areas.  Further experimental 
work will evaluate whether sage can stymie stinkwort growth.
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Potential sampling sites for Dittrichia graveolens populations in northern California (Butte and 
Glenn counties) and southern California (San Diego County) were identified from historical 
records (Consortium of California Herbaria; ucjeps.berkeley.edu/consortium).  Criteria for 
sampling included a range of stinkwort densities present at each site.

Within a total of 8 transect sites (1 in Glenn County and 7 in San Diego County), ten 10-m long 
transects were established for quantitative sampling. Two (3 in Glenn County) transects were 
sampled within each site.  For each transect, species identity and relative percent cover was 
recorded within 0.5 m2 plots at 2 m intervals on alternating sides of a transect tape. In addition, at 
half of the transect sites, above-ground biomass was harvested, dried, and weighed to compare 
relative biomass production.

Cover relationships were graphed in Cartesian plane geometry.  Linear regression was used to 
establish a statistical relationship between both the number of non-stinkwort species and increasing 
stinkwort presence, as well as biomass and stinkwort presence.  A spline illustration (single knot, 
non-polynomial, in blue) was used to demonstrate a general pattern in each graph.
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