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FIRE HISTORY HARDWOODS & ASSOCIATED GRASSLANDS

Mendocino and Lake Oak woodlands, hardwoods, and associated grasslands support a rich
counties cover >3,500 D | diversity of plants and wildlife:

mi2 and host dozens of i ” e Over 1 million acres of hardwoods and associated grasslands are

rare natural communities documented within Lake and Mendocino counties'* providing habitat
and nearly 300 special- for 110 special-status plants?

status plant species, e Oaks and hardwoods are well adapted to fire:

65% of which are e Can go dormant for years if canopy burned, repairing over fime and
endemic to California>4, leafing out when healthy again®

As In many California e Multiple species can re-sprout from stumps, burls, root crown, bole
landscapes, these plants and/or lateral roots> '

Stillwater Sciences

WET MEADOWS

Meadows are biodiversity hotspots, recharge groundwater, moderate

sediment discharge, and serve as local carbon reservoirs’:

e 400+ acres of meadows are documented within Lake
and Mendocino counties', providing habitat for nearly 80
special-status plants?

* Fires reduce forest cover in the contributing area, which
reduces evapotranspiration and can increase downslope
water availability; in some areas, this has increased extent
of both dry and wet meadows in the burned watershed'

e Controlled fire has been used by Native Americans and

Mendocino
Complex Fire
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burned and at higher severity b ‘ ~ « Seeds with long dormancy and/or thick seed coats (e.g., Calycadenia

than any other vegetation N micrantha, Limnanthes bakeri, Plagiobothrys lithocaryus) -

fype" moderse Potential vulnerable to increased fire intensity and earlier season fires: i
e Hardwood, oak woodlands, “ unburned Rare Plants by Habitat hardwood/grassland ‘

and associated grasslands

annual herb

e Perennial grasses (e.g., Danthonia californica)

M - of th perennial herb e Annual forbs with few seeds

bulbiferous/rhiz u - . .
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and amount of heat produced'?

Fire resistance: a plant’s ability to resist burning'®
Fire tolerance: a plant’s relative abillity to resprout, regrow, or

reestablish from residual seed’s

Fire return interval: how often fires occur over several fire cycles’

presence of insulatfing
tissue, and potential for

soil protection!o!"

Particularly sensitive to early season

fires!'

e May be protected by thick

bark or abillity to regenerate
from aerial buds'® located or

underground structures'o s
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