Sedges of Marin County: a digital guide
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Sedges of Marin Is an online diagnostic tool which harnesses the power of digital

Imagery to aid identification of the 37 sedge species (Carex L., family Cyperaceae)

known to occur in Marin County, California. Carex Is the largest genus of flowering

plants in California (156 spp.), and one of the largest, most widespread, and ecologically

Important genera of vascular plants worldwide. Yet comparatively little is known about

the distribution, status, and ecology of many sedge species due in large part to

taxonomic difficulty. While species diversity is high in Carex, many taxa are

morphologically similar, differing by minute characters. The Sedges of Marin digital guide

enables caricologists of all skill levels to compare cryptic character states between

Carex species using visual and text-based keys, improving our understanding and 4 | r, ‘
appreciation of the fascinating world of sedges. C corrotodens | A — ' ' ’ o
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Species descriptions. Habitat,
distribution, rarity, and ID tips.
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Why sedge ID Is important

Sedge habitats in California, especially wetlands, have been
disproportionately impacted by human activities. Of the 37 sedge
species in Marin County, three are listed as rare or endangered by
CNPS, and 13 are rare In the county (<5 known occurrences).
Sedges provide important ecosystem services such as soill
stabilization, wildlife forage, habitat, flood control, sediment filtration,
and carbon sequestration. Carex also has unrealized potential as a
model system for diversification and niche differentiation. Improved
identification tools are necessary for a better understanding of the
status, conservation and ecology of sedges.
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