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The Problem - California Conifer Forest Fires — Successional patterns following fires are poorly described! The Site - Sierra Pacific timberlands in Shasta County, in mixed conifer
Over the past decade, many large, catastrophidiresgchave raced through forests in Northern Caiifln Some studies have indicated that increases | forests which have been under harvest for about 100 years. About 30%
In fire severity, frequency and size of catastrogines are already underway, others indicatedaeerity will increase with climate change. of the landscape was in young conifer plantations.

The floristic composition of post-fire early forest seral vegetation has been published only from a few sites, and most ,
studies measure only vegetation cover not composition.
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EDITORIAL

Quantitative Vegetation Trends — Initial Successional Pattern is a Divergence o Ecological theory has not yet zeroedin
l e on a universal model for successional

Ponderosa Fire Vegetation Cover Species Richness Summary Ponderosa Fire Species Richness Dlver gence Dur | ng SUCC on tr-aj.ec'[()ry. Literature is about equall
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MORE THEORETICAL STUDY
NEEDED
Floristic Patterns (averaged over the 3 years) Exotics
Top Native Herbs Shrubs Lactuca serriola trending
Polygala cornuta var. cornuta 2013 -Clarkia 8 shrubs appeared (abundance order)| | Hrub seed| H 2013 0.29% cover
Lathyrus sulphureus var. sulphureus rhomboidea was Ceanothus integerrimus =hrub seediing
Carex multicaulis patchy in the first Arctostaphylos manzanita ssp wieslanderi densﬁy \r’]\’%s
Dichel ostemma multiflorum year, then zonal in Ceanothus prostratus ;/heeryselc?on dy
Calystegia occidentalis var. tomentella the second year — Ceanothus cuneatus
Madia gracilis Implying initial *Cercocarpus betuloides var. betuloides year
Cal ochortus monophyllus patches came from Arctostaphylos viscida ssp viscida oy thgefl’:fr ¢
Clarkia rhomboidea buried viable seed * Arctostaphyl os manzanita ssp roofii year s
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