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Roseville is located approximately 22 miles northeast from 
California’s State Capitol (Sacramento). Vernal pools are hidden 
behind Roseville's suburban exterior and remnants of what was once 
present are sprinkled throughout open spaces and remaining 
undeveloped parcels. Roseville’s vernal pools are under collected 
and understudied unlike most of Sacramento’s vernal pools. In 2019, I 
began collecting plants within vernal pools and upland areas of 
Roseville and surrounding vicinities such as Rocklin and Lincoln. 
Currently, I have vouchered 156 specimens along with 10 county
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These county records are a product of under collected areas within Roseville. For 
example, Crassula aquatica (Kang 400) is prevalent throughout both vernal pools and 
wetlands but was not recorded in placer county until 2020. As of 2021, I have collected 
10 county records: Callitriche longipedunculata (Kang 7), Cicendia quadrangularis (Kang 19), 
Frankenia salina (kang 167), Cressa truxillensis (Kang 173), Lythrum hyssopifolia (Kang 179), 
Crassula aquatica (Kang 400), Plantago elongata (Kang 403), Fumaria parviflora (Kang 420), 
Spergularia macrotheca var. longistyla (CRPR 1B.2/Kang 523), Bolboschoenus maritimus
subsp. paludosus (Kang 525). 

records. These collections are concentrated within west Roseville. I intend on 
vouchering and exploring more of Roseville’s vernal pools in the coming years. All 
specimens are vouchered at DAV. 

I have currently collected four special-status (CRPR 1B.2), Gratiola
heterosepala (CRPR 1B.2/state listed), and Spergularia species: 
Downingia pusilla (CRPR 2B.2), Chloropyron molle ssp. hispidum
macrotheca var. longistyla (CRPR 1B.2). There are several historic 
records of special-status species that need to be investigated. For 
example, Balsamorhiza macrolepis (CRPR 1B.2) was last recorded in 
1957 by Beecher Crampton and may be extirpated from Placer County 
due to residential and commercial developments (CCH2, 2022). 

The vernal pools of Roseville fit the alliance criteria for Lasthenia
fremontii – Downingia (bicornuta), Lathenia glaberrima, and Layia
fremontii - Achyrachaena mollis herbaceous alliances (CNPS, 2022). Most 
of the shallower vernal pools are dominated Navarretia leucocephala ssp. 
leucocephala, Downingia bicornuta var. picta, Downingia ornatissima, 
Montia fontana, and Plagiobothrys stipitatus var. micranthrus. The longer 
inundated pools consist of Isoetes howellii, Eryngium castrense, 
Alopecurus saccatus, and Lasthenia fremontii. The uplands are 
characterized as annual grassland and are dominated by Elymus caput-
medusae and Festuca perennis along with Hemizonia fitchii and Holocarpha
virgata. 
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Roseville harbors diverse vernal pool communities – from alkaline 
vernal pools, vernal pools within blue oak mosaics, and much more. 
Roseville is becoming more urbanized and it’s important to document 
plant diversity through herbarium specimens. Each specimen documents a 
piece of natural history. 


