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California is experiencing more frequent and destructive Field Sampling - Understanding blue oak symbiotic relationships post-

wildfires due to climate change and human-caused fire 1s crucial for maintaining these woodlands amid
environmental disturbances (Williams et al., 2023). The 2024 Y increasing wildfires.
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Reserve, 2024). While fire is a natural process in many P Ectomycorrhizal fungi play an important role in
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ecosystems, blue oaks offer and support biodiversity
and prevent soil erosion.

douglasii (blue oak) and ectomycorrhizal fungi, which Even though fire is a natural process in many

support nutrient and water exchange, plant defense, and soil -_— m— m m COmmunity COmpOSiﬁ()n ecosystems, the specific effects of fire intensity on soil
erosion control (Matthew et al., 2007; Y1 Dong et al., 2018).

Given the essential role of these fungi, this study aims to

fungal communities and ectomycorrhizal fungi in blue
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